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ST. PETERSBURG – Former
homeless persons, former substance abusers, veterans, artists
and folks looking for something
to do on a Saturday evening were
just some of the people who
made up the audience at the
screening of “Art in the City” at
the Palladium Dec. 9.
“We meet people every day
who have passions and dreams
living inside of them that are
dying,” said filmmaker Cranstan
Cumberbatch when asked what
the key component of the cre-

BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
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ST. PETERSBURG – The
Mahaffey Theater will come
alive Dec. 23 when the lights
come up on the musical “The
Family Blessing.” The production, which has become a showstopping holiday tradition, will
showcase local, young dancers,
musical acts and fabulous costumes while telling a story of
hope and love for family and the
community.
This year, however, playwright, director and producer Jai
Hinson has served up a twist on
the magical storyline.
“The Family Blessing” was
originally written for the lead
character, a young boy, being exposed to homelessness where

even sleep could not give him
reprieve from his harsh reality.
His dreams then took him to
mythical lands in search of assistance.
The protagonist is now a
young girl named Aliyah, played
by 10-year-old Pharyn McCrae.
Instead of homelessness, she is
confronted with cancer and the
possible loss of a loved one.
In her dreams, Aliyah journeys to exotic lands and is given
special healing gifts to bring
back to her ailing grandmother.
Her journey is a cultural explosion of dynamic dance sequences and music as she visits
lands such as the Land of Peace
(gospel), Harlem, the South
American rain forests, Brazilian
Carnival, West African Villages
and Bollywood.
All forms of dance are bril-

BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

liantly represented including elegant ballerinas who float across
the stage or the steady beat of
tap dancing and the rhythmic
steps of salsa or hip-hop.
Hinson explained it was a

ST. PETERSBURG – Last
month gospel radio station
WRXB went dark after 40 years
of uplifting the African-American
communities of Tampa Bay. But
do not despair; what was once
dark is now light again.
Former WRXB radio personality and host of “Undignified Praise” Richard Guess has
created a worldwide radio station that will serve up the best
inspirational, traditional, contemporary, quartet, Stellar
Award gospel music, with a
touch of smooth inspirational
jazz 24 hours a day.
“I’m not really starting a
ministry. I’m continuing the
ministry that God has placed on
my heart for years,” he stated.
Guess said he is willing to do
whatever is necessary to get
gospel music back into the
households of Tampa Bay because of the “lifeline that I know
that it gives to the people that
are burdened, distressed and
going through situations in their
lives.”
Guess stressed that music is
a healing force of the universe
and feels it can restore spirits,
regulate minds and lift burdens.
His mission is to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ in the
form of music.
Launched last Monday, his
radio station entitled Undignified Praise (UP) can be listened
to on the internet (www.upradio.org), through Facebook (UP
Undignified Praise and Worship) or by downloading the app
at Google Play Store (search UP
Undignified Praise) or Apple
App Store (search Up Radio
Richard Guess).
Guess will host “Undignified
Praise and Worship,” from 8
a.m. to noon Monday through
Friday. His time slot will consist
of inspirational, traditional, contemporary, quartet, Stellar
Award gospel music.
He is still in the process of

See BLESSING, page 6

See RADIO, page 6

whenever they felt like giving up
on the project.
“Art in the City” tells the
story of a homeless war veteran
named Danny, played by Cumberbatch, who suffers from posttraumatic
stress
disorder
(PTSD). Danny meets a woman
named Sandy, portrayed by
Stephanie Porto, who helps him
use art to self-medicate, eventually selling his artwork and finding success in the St. Pete art
scene.
After the screening, the question and answer portion gave
See FILM, page 10

‘The Family Blessing’ delivers a
serious message
Staff Writer

ARTS &

ative process was. Even though
St. Petersburg is not Hollywood
or New York, he wanted to show
people that their artistic “dreams
can live right where they live.”
Co-written, co-directed and
co-produced by Cumberbatch
and Jabaar Edmond, both men
worked tirelessly to see the film
make it to the big screen.
“We didn’t have everything
resource wise that we would like
to have had, but we used our resources and our will and drive to
quiet that voice inside of us,” said
Cumberbatch, referring to their
inner discontent that would arise

Richard Guess
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www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com • 727-896-2922

2

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017

COMMUNITY NEWS
Making America truly great
Dear Editor:
Donald Trump and
those who follow him represent a certain group in
America that is trying desperately to hold onto a perceived sense of ownership
and make “white supremacy” great again...not
America.
They are rooted and
grounded in ignorance,
fear and hate. When they
say “make America great
again,” whose America
are they referring to?
They are the ones who are
un-American and are dividing this country. America is for all people
regardless of race, creed,
religion, gender or sexual
orientation.
In the Bible, God told
Abraham…”I will make
you a great nation; I will
bless you And make your
name great; And you shall
be a blessing. I will bless
those who bless you, And
I will curse him who
curses you; And in you all

the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”
This was, however,
contingent upon Abraham’s faith and obedience
to God, which was to
move out from his old
country and old ideas into
a new country with new
ideas and commitment to
God.
So if America is to become great we must first
have an open dialogue
with one another. Fear
and hate are tearing apart
this country. God is exposing America. Judgment
has reached the shores of
this nation and will shake
it to its core. But as God
shakes this nation, a new
nation can rise from its
ashes—one nation under
God.
There is a very volatile
climate in America. There
is more indication of two
Americas than ever before
and it looks very black
and white. The covert and
overt powers that want a

race war are rising. Folks
are arming themselves
like never before and
protesting in the streets.
But I see a third gray
America emerging from
the fiery flames, an army
of righteousness people
following the love of unity
and light. Armed with love
and empathetic understanding, empowered by a
deep Christ consciousness whose weapons are
not carnal but mighty
through God to the
pulling down of strongholds.
I see a diverse army
marching arm in arm
down the paths of righteousness, protecting one
another with love, prayer
and action. Knowing by
faith that what Satan
meant for evil, God is turning it around for good to
raise us up to combat hate
and injustice together.
Win we must, and win we
will because with love and
prayer we have already

won.
I believe that there are
two different and distinct
areas that must not overlap but must be addressed
and remain mutually exclusive in our unifying efforts.
One is fear with hate.
It’s real and it exists. There
are covert and overt mindsets and activities based on
ignorance, hate and a delusional sense of racial privilege and ownership in
America. This must be met
with peaceful and direct
protests and a peaceful revolution from all righteous
people from all races and
backgrounds targeted towards changing racist laws
and policies and aimed at
making those individuals
or corporately systemic
perpetrators accountable.
We are seeing the genesis
of this critical effort with
righteous
activism
throughout this nation.
Then there is the
much-needed conversa-

tion that black folks need
to have with other black
folks about self-love and
how we treat each other.
How we kill each other.
We need to address both
separately...and not blame
one on the other.
But where is God in all
of this? Despite its alleged
foundational
Christian
heritage, America is rapidly degenerating into a
godless society. The
church in America, although highly visible and
active, appears powerless
to redirect the rushing
hateful currents.
Mired in a moral and
spiritual crisis, America’s
only hope is a national revival like God has graciously bestowed in the
past. It might not happen
in the church as we now
know it because the
church herself has added
to the great racial divide.
Hate and bigotry still
exist in our world. You
cannot make people

hard,” said White. “We see
the junior varsity and varsity as one team. He has fit
in perfectly at the school
and the basketball program. He is everything
that we could want in a
person and as a coach.”
Reedy’s first game
coaching
admittedly
brought back many athletic memories. He started
playing football at the age
of seven with the St. Pete
Green Devils. He also reflected back on his first
games at Boca Ciega
where he played four
years of basketball and
two years of football.
He filled his thoughts
with his past highlights. As
a senior, Reedy received
Impact Player of the Year,
Pinellas County All-star

and returned a punt for a
touchdown with 30 seconds remaining to win the
game.
But those were the
days when he was a young
hotshot; now, he’s walking
into the gym as the coach.
For him, the experience
was euphoric.
“It was a good feeling
and it felt positive. In my
mind I wondered did I
cover all of the important
details to make our team
successful. Have I properly prepared the players?
How will they respond to
what we did in practice? In
my heart, I knew the answer, but in my mind,
there was a checklist.”
The team responded
how Reedy expected, winning 54-24. Speedy Reedy,

genie with blue eyes and
pink hair and Shine is a
courageous genie with
purple eyes and blue hair.
These characters have
contributed to younger
children asking for exotic
pets rather than the more
common puppy or kitten.
The
celebration
started off with pre-party
activities that occupied
the youthful early arrivals.
A
Disney
“Frozen”
bounce house set up an
hour before the start of
the party drew the attention of nearly 15 children.
The partygoers used
their imaginary powers to
turn the bounce house

into a castle while jumping, screaming, laughing
and being completely
oblivious to the actual
start time. When the time
came to begin and the remaining guest arrived,
music seemed to be the
queue for the latest dance
moves and contest.
After a series of games
and activities, like most
grandmothers would do,
it was time to eat and cut
the birthday cake.
For Ahloni, she may
not remember much
about this party when she
gets older but that’s what
her grandmother is there
for. As Walker relives her

change their views but
you can send a message
saying, “it will not be tolerated in our house.” Lately,
America has taken giant
steps forward in living out
the true meaning of its
creed that all people are
created equal by God.
There is a unifying movement, which involves all
Americans, that is sweeping across this nation towards making America
truly great. Watch for it;
it’s making its way to a city
near you.
Dr. G. Gregg Murray
Pastor, Mt. Zion Primitive Baptist Church

Speed is where Reedy is comfortable
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The speed that Jerard
Reedy knows best is fast…
really fast! From his high
school glory days at The
Boca Ciega where he
earned the name Speedy
Reedy, to his current assistant coaching position at
Northeast High School,
his speed is where he is
most comfortable. His
speed is what earned him
a football scholarship to
the University of Minnesota Crookston.
When one voices
Reedy and speed in the
same sentence, one may
only assume that the reference is to Bernard Reedy,
former Tampa Bay Bucca-

neer who is currently with
the New England Patriots.
Excuse the like association, but Jerard is the
cousin of the NFL wide receiver/punt and kickoff return specialist.
Reedy is taking on a
new venture as Northeast
High’s assistant coach for
the girls’ basketball team.
He will join long-time successful coach William
White who previously led
a winning Boca Ciega program that accomplished
three final-four appearances, six consecutive district championships and a
state runner-up.
Reedy serves as the
leader of the Junior Varsity
team along with assisting
Coach White with the varsity. In his role, he will

bring energy, enthusiasm,
an up-tempo mentality and
positive relations with the
students.
“I’ve only known
Reedy in the last few
months since he has been
here at Northeast and I’ve
learned that he is extremely popular,” said
Coach White. “Every
place we go people there
know him. He is a true
blessing.”
Coach White said
Reedy’s energy and passion for the game are admirable. Both coming
from Boca Ciega they
have similar styles and
work well together.
“He is knowledgeable
of the game and works
well with the girls in that
he pushes them really

Jerard Reedy
the coach, is looking forward to an awesome year.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

It’s time to Shimmer and Shine
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The potential of rain and
chilly weather played a
role in changing the
venue and time of the
Shimmer and Shine birthday party for Ahloni Frazier; however, the gloom
and cold did not change
the spirit of the celebration.
Last Saturday, Ahloni
commemorated her third
birthday as a genie at her
grandmother’s home attended by approximately
35 family and friends.
Ahloni, dressed in a Shim-

mer and Shine t-shirt and
a hot pink sparkling tutu,
smiled gleefully as family
and friends gathered for
her special day.
“This is a celebration
of life. When I was growing up, I did not have a
birthday party,” said Selena Walker, Ahloni’s
grandmother. I feel like
that part of growing up I
missed.”
Not having birthday
parties as a child spurs
Walker to create a special
day for all of her grandchildren. She feels that a
party is the one opportunity where families will
schedule time out of their

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
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busy lives for to come together.
“Cousins can meet
one another and we all
just have a good time. It
gives lasting memories.”
“It’s the time to Shimmer and Shine” was the
theme of the party, which
set the tone for bright
eyes, smiling faces and
guest modeling their costumes. But make no mistake this day was about
Ahloni.
Shimmer and Shine
are television cartoon
characters who have captivated the minds of
younger children today.
Shimmer is an optimistic
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Hef in black and white

Visionary
Brief

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

Since Hugh Hefner recently shuffled off his
mortal silk pajamas
and left this world
for the big mansion in the
sky, many of us will remember him mainly as a
publisher, a playboy and
erstwhile pipe smoker.
But if you ask me, “risktaker” should be the foremost adjective in the mix.
Sure, he published
one of the most controversial periodicals of his day,
with pages featuring
bombshells and bunnies
at various stages of undress and articles extolling bachelorhood and
vibrant city life. And yes,
all this in stark contrast to
what men of his day were
expected to do: don gray
flannel suits, get married,
have children and move to
the suburbs.
But it was a decision
he made in March 1965
that truly shook things up:
“Hef” chose Jennifer Jackson as the playmate of the
month, making her the
first
African-American
Playboy playmate.
The 20-year-old student and model also
worked at the original
Playboy Club in the
Windy City when she
graced the pages of “Playboy.” Jackson, from the
Chicago’s south side,
broke the playmate color
line a couple years after
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”
speech and only just after
Malcolm X was assassinated in February of that
year.
Hefner would often
drum up interest for his
magazine by sending new
playmates on college
tours, but he had to pull
Jackson aside and tell her
that he could not send her
on such an outing. Smack
dab in the midst of the
volatile civil rights era,
complete with protests,
uprisings and riots, Hefner
told her he couldn’t guarantee that he could adequately protect her.
Yet Jackson’s tasteful
appearance in “Playboy”
helped show the country
that there was certainly
more to womanly beauty
than the Madison Avenue
or Hollywood ideal. Black
was indeed beautiful and
Jackson and Hefner
helped cause a shift in rethinking the day’s unilat-

by Keisha Bell, Esq.

She breaks barriers

eral beauty standards.
As for the attention
she caused by posing
for the periodical, well,
Jackson received a slew of
fan mail. As might be expected, Hef and the magazine did get some hate
letters, but it was overwhelmingly a positive response to Playboy’s first
black bunny.
Jackson led the way
for other African-American playmates to follow, including Jean Bell in
October 1969, who was
also the first black woman
to appear on “Playboy’s”
cover in January 1970.
Other playmates of color
included Julie Woodson,
Ester Cordet, Azizi Johari
and Ola Ray in June 1980,
who would go on to be accosted by dancing zombies in probably the most
famous music video ever,
Michael
Jackson’s
“Thriller.”
Yet years before
Hefner had even invited
Jackson to break stereotypes and color lines, he
hosted his “Playboy’s
Penthouse,” a TV show
filmed in black and white
that was essentially a
party in his pad with a
camera crew hanging
around to catch the action.
Revelers
in
tuxedos and cocktail
dresses chain-smoked cigarettes, listened to impromptu comedy bits and
danced to the breezy,
jazzy musical entertainment provided by such

stars as Sammy Davis, Jr.
and the lovely Ella Fitzgerald. White and black
guests alike mingled and
enjoyed the party together in the background,
which was something that
wasn’t found too often on
television in 1959 (or real
life, for that matter).
With his ubiquitous
pipe, Hefner the host not
only made everyone feel
welcome but encouraged
everyone to just be himself. In a time when segregation was still the law of
the land in parts of the nation and African Americans couldn’t even drink
from the “white” water
fountains, use the same
bathrooms or even enter
through the same entrances,
a
televised
shindig with black and
white partygoers rubbing
elbows in such an elegant
yet
relaxed
setting
must’ve been a kick in
the pants to more than a
few viewers in 1950s and
‘60s America.
Through his TV
show, trailblazing magazine, revolutionary philosophy and all-around
accepting outlook, Hugh
M. Hefner challenged an
entire nation’s way of
thinking, proving that the
colorful, cultural landscape of the time could no
longer be viewed simply
in terms of black and
white.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

Have you ever wondered if there is
a purpose to your life? Are there
themes that seem to “follow” you, possibly indicating on which things you
should focus your attention? Would you
recognize them if there were?
Meet Dovey Johnson Roundtree an attorney, civil rights activist and an
army veteran. In the fall of 1947,
Roundtree became one of five women
to enroll at Howard University School
of Law. In 1961, she became one of the
first women to become an ordained
minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church. Roundtree continued to
break barriers. In 1962, she integrated
the all-white Women’s Bar of the District of Columbia notwithstanding
strong objections from several of the
association’s board members.
Born in 1914 on April 17, Roundtree
is 103 years old. In the face of resistance, she continued her life’s work to
obtain justice for those it oftentimes
eludes.
In 1952, Roundtree and her law
partner agreed to represent Sarah
Keys in a case versus the Carolina
Coach Company. Keys, an AfricanAmerican army private, was forced to
give up her seat to a white marine. This
brought back memories. In 1943, a similar incident happened to Roundtree
while she served in the army. The
“Keys” bus desegregation case made
history.
First, the case was dismissed by the
US District Court for the District of Columbia. Similarly, the Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) first turned
down hearing the matter. It did, however, eventually decide to hear it and in
1955, the ICC ruled for the first time
ever that the “separate but equal” doctrine was banned in the field of interstate bus travel. This ruling laid the
foundation for ending Jim Crow laws in
public transportation.
Six years later, the ICC put a permanent end to segregation in travel across
state lines. This happened because of
pressure put on them by then-Attorney
General Robert F. Kennedy. Racial violence in the country was high, especially as it related to the Freedom
Righters’ campaign.
What Roundtree was able to accomplish is even more remarkable when
considering that it was at a time when
black attorneys could not use the bathrooms inside the courthouses. In addition, it was common for black clients to
be referred to white attorneys in order

to increase their chances for favorable
verdicts.
In 1957, Roundtree and her law
partner sued a Washington, D.C. psychiatric facility in a negligence case.
They won the maximum recovery
under the law at that time. This victory
was significant in improving the perceptions for both black attorneys, as
well as, black clients. It established
both credibility and worth.
In 1961, Roundtree’s law partner
suddenly died and for the first time she
found herself practicing law without a
man’s “covering.” She acknowledged
that she received a certain level of
“credibility” by having a male law partner. Once he died, she admitted to feeling vulnerable at times. Still, she
continued to break barriers.
In 1965, Roundtree got a not-guilty
verdict in a widely covered case in
which her client, Ray Crump, an
African-American man accused of murdering Mary Pinchot Meyer, an alleged
mistress of then-President John F.
Kennedy. As a result of this win,
Roundtree was highly regarded in the
legal community amongst other trial
lawyers and judges. More high-profile
murder cases soon followed.
Later in life Roundtree devoted her
advocacy to serving children. In 1996,
she retired from active legal practice.
Roundtree was influenced by the
belief that the law is the greatest instrument for social change. Such influence
helped to give her an understanding of
her purpose. She overcame poverty,
racism and gender obstacles. The
world is a better place because she
breaks barriers.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and
public servant. www.emergingfree.com
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Duval Park is an 87-unit apartment community located at
5025 Duval Park Circle in St. Petersburg, Florida. The property
has 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedroom apartments, and it is designed to provide
permanent, affordable and supportive housing to U.S. Military
Veterans and their families.
Preference will be given to U.S. Military veterans and families who
reside in, or are transitioning to, permanent housing. To that end,
36 of Duval Park’s unit (40%) will be set aside for those veterans
with a service-connected disabling condition.
Duval Park is a Section 42 Low Income Housing Tax Credit project
with 44 vouchers for HUD Section 8 rental assistance. In order to
be eligible for housing in this community, you must meet the
income eligibility requirements established by the Low Income
Housing Tax Credit Program. Your gross household income cannot
exceed 60% of the Pinellas County area median income (AMI),
which is currently set at the following limits:
1 person: $25,140 2 people: $28,740
3 people: $32,340
4 people: $35,880
5 people: $38,760
6 people: $41,100
7 people: $44,520
8 people: $47,400
Management is actively accepting applications for placement on
the waiting list for an apartment. Applications will be processed
in the order that they are received. To request an application or for
more information about the property or the admissions criteria,
please contact the Property Manager at (727) 522-1400 (FL Relay
TTY 800-995-8771). You may also request information or return
applications via email (duvalpark@carteretmgmt.com) or mail to
the property at: 5025 Duval Circle, Saint Petersburg, FL
33714. Applications are also available for download on the
property website, www.duvalpark.com.
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Family first
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Ethan Tyler Price celebrated his belated graduation from The Boca
Ciega High School with a
party at the Enoch Davis
Center Sunday, Dec 3.
When the majority of
students were having
their graduation parties
back in May or June,
Ethan’s family was dealing with a medical emergency.
“I had my surgery a
couple of weeks after
Ethan graduated from
high school,” said Ethan’s
mother Stephanie Price.
Stephanie
suffers
from osteoarthritis, which
resulted in the degeneration of joint cartilage in
the underlying bone of
the knee. She was supposed to have a knee replacement
operation

three years ago but postponed it until the spring of
this year because she lost
her sister who died from
a rare form of thyroid cancer.
Ethan’s father, Tony,
said that his children
Kaylin, 13, Gavin, 15 and
their Jehovah’s Witness
congregation pulled together to assist the family
in whatever way possible.
That’s
when
Ethan
stepped up to the plate as
a young adult after a family conference.
“We understand that
you want to have a party,
but with your mom’s situation, could you postpone
it until later in the year,”
said Tony, reflecting back
on his conversation with
his son late last spring.
Tony said Ethan did
not hesitate at all to postpone his graduation party.
His actions reflected yet
another form of graduation for himself as a

young man. Ethan, who
aspires to become an
emergency medical technician specialist, exemplified
courage
and
compassion far beyond
his years.
His number one prior-

REBATES
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ity was his mother, who
could not work for two
months after the surgery
and physical therapy.
“I’m very proud of my
son,” said Stephanie.
“He’s always had a good
head on his shoulders. He

never gave in to peer pressure. He was offered
drugs. He was offered
sex…but he always remained focused and does
everything he can to
please God and to set an
example for his younger

brother and sister.”
Stephanie will have
her second knee replacement surgery Dec. 20.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
‘Still I Rise’
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Leslie Johnson grew up in
what she deemed a poor
situation in the James Park
neighborhood. However,
after hearing the words of
poet Maya Angelou, she
was reassured with a
mindset that spoke riches
and prosperity.
Her mother, Danielle
Caphart, worked hard in
the healthcare field to
raise six children–three
boys and three girls. As
the fourth child, Leslie
bore the responsibility of
caring for the younger siblings when her mother
was at work. There were
many lessons learned
from the situation.
“Life taught me that it’s
important to be a part of
your children’s lives,” said
Johnson. “You must bend
the tree when it’s young so
it will grow in the direction
that you wish.”
Her mother taught her
to want better for herself
and to help others, and
today Johnson strives to
live out those life lessons.
Perhaps the most valuable
lesson learned, however,
was the importance of education.
The early years at
Woodlawn
elementary
school was challenging.
Johnson seemed to be behind other students in the
first and second grade. Un-

explainably, the words she
saw in a book looked different from how the other
kids read it. She was frustrated and cried many
days. The embarrassment
of being “dumb” provoked
her to fight as a defense
mechanism.
Then along came her
third-grade teacher, Deborah Linguanti, who saw
what was inside of Johnson and endeavored to
bring it out. She discovered that Johnson’s educational challenge was a
learning disability that had
gone undiagnosed. Johnson was eventually told
that she was dyslexic.
“Mrs. Linguanti broke
down the walls that were
built up in me. I was angry,
hurt and felt misunderstood,” said Johnson, as
she fought back tears.
“She touched that spot
that opened me up to trust
her. She showed love and
patience and encouraged
me to try and she did it
without ridicule. She gave
me the gift of words and
her love gave me conviction. I wanted to be a better student because I
wanted to please my
teacher and for the very
first time, I took class seriously. She made me believe that I could learn.”
In the fourth grade,
Johnson transferred to
Campbell Park Elementary to attend their
dyslexia program. This

meant leaving a teacher
who opened up a new
world to her. It also meant
that she would be the only
child from her neighborhood to attend another
school.
The anger set back in
and she became rebellious
to the change. Then entered Mary Murph, a
counselor at Campbell
Park who played an important role in Johnson’s transitional period. Johnson
said Murph saved her life
as a liaison to the teachers,
her mom and the school
administrators. She just
knew how to handle situations.
“Mrs. Murph encouraged me to write. I was
doing better in reading,
but she told me I had a gift
in writing,” said Johnson.
“I began to write poetry
and she loved to read my
poems. I was excited that
she took the time and I
began to write more. It’s
something I still use today
to express my feelings and
to get a message across to
others.”
With Johnson having a
mentor at school, she still
came home to an impoverished neighborhood in
James Park; however, the
manager of the apartment
complex she lived in, Deborah Lyons, took an interest in the residents,
especially the children.
Lyons implemented a 4H
Club where young people

are taught skills such as
leadership and resiliency.
Through Lyons and
the 4-H club, Leslie
learned to cook and take
care of the house. Her
pride and joy is the first
time she cooked pancakes. With excitement,
she claims it was so cool.
Approximately a year
after Leslie joined 4-H, her
mother’s hard work paid
off and the family moved
into a new home on 62nd
Avenue South. By now,
Johnson was attending
Bay Point Middle School
and met Pennye Thornton, the school nurse who
happened to also be a
neighbor.
“I first met Mrs. Thornton at school because I
had to have an eye exam. I
didn’t want to so I didn’t
cooperate,” said Johnson.
“Later that day, she called
me back to her office. She
told me God sent her to
help me and she was
going to be in my life for a
long time.”
Johnson laughed to
herself
and
thought
Thornton was crazy. Then,
she showed up at school
the next week and
checked on her in her
classes. “I knew she was
serious.”
To this day nothing
has changed. Thornton is
still in Johnson’s life and is
considered her second
mother. She even inspired
her to join the army and

follow in her footsteps.
“Throughout my life,
God has always placed
people right on time who
loved, guided me and supported me to be the
woman, veteran and
mother I am today,” said
Johnson. “No matter what
adversity I face, I will still
continue to do the right
thing. When I am helping
other people then I am
also helping myself. That’s
how we can heal as a nation.”
Growing up in a poor
neighborhood did not dictate Johnson’s future.
Meeting the right people
helped to shape her mind-

set that spoke riches and
prosperity. It really took a
village to raise this child.
To reach Dexter McCree, email dmccree@theweeklychallenger.com

You may write me
down in history
With your bitter,
twisted lies,
You may trod me in
the very dirt
But still, like dust,
I’ll rise.
Excerpt from Maya
Angelou’s Still I Rise
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Raising cancer awareness through art

Gospel is plugged back into St. Pete

BLESSING , from front page

RADIO, from front page

tainer,
motivational
speaker and cancer care
advocate Paul Anthony at
a Moffitt Cancer Center
event that was the catalyst
for changing the “condition” of the journey while
keeping the essence of
the message. Anthony is a
cancer survivor and
serves on Moffitt Cancer
Center’s National Board
of Advisors.
According to Hinson,
who is also a cancer survivor, the two started talking about the production
when Anthony asked to
be a part of it to help promote the message of cancer
awareness
and
much-needed support.
Anthony is a member
of the Grammy awardwinning musical group
“Full Force,” who has
worked with Rihanna,
James Brown, “Lisa Lisa
& Cult Jam,” the “Black
Eyed Peas” and Patti Labelle. In 2006 he was diagnosed with mantle cell
lymphoma and courageously battled his way
back to good health.
He became a threetime survivor of the disease and started the Paul
Anthony
Foundation,
which “empowers to uplift
people from cancer survivors to cancer champions.” The foundation also
assists in promoting can-

cer awareness and acquiring funding to continue
cancer research.
He is a motivational
speaker who believes in
positive
affirmations.
“The worse cancer is the
cancer of the spirit,” he
stated.
Anthony said he
wanted to be a part of the
production because “the
universal language is
music. I can’t wait to digest and inhale all of the
energy of the play.”
Some of the other performers include the
Grupo Folklorico Mahetz,
a dance group of Mexican-American students,
the Blue Jay Native American Dancers and the
dance troupe Tapped In
from the Patricia Ann
Dance Studio.
Also students from
John Hopkins Middle
School Arts program,
Blake High School of the
Arts, Pinellas County
Center for the Arts at
Gibbs and, of course, Hinson’s Dundu Dole Urban
Africa Ballet from ARTZ 4
Life Academy will perform. There will also be a
special appearance by
Senator Darryl Rouson
and Rene Flowers.
Hinson is the founder
and director of ARTZ 4
Life Academy. She began
her career in her home-

town of Newark, N.J., and
was awarded a scholarship to the prestigious
Dance Theater of Harlem
at the age of 14 and has
performed with major
choreographers
and
dance troupes throughout
the world.
What she is most
proud of are her returning students that she can’t
stop raving about such as
Marquis Floyd, a graduate of the Boston Conservatory of Music and
Dance and the Dance
Theater of Harlem and
Briana Reed, a former
dancer with Alvin Ailey
Dancers who will be presented the key to the city
on the night of the performance.
“I want kids to be inspired of the artistry and
to find their own voice,”
shared Hinson. “They can
see the success of other
kids and they can use arts
as a way to overcome depression or sadness. It is
a place of solace that they
can tap into.”
“The Family Blessing”
will be held Dec. 23 at
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at
the Mahaffey Theater.
Ticket prices are $22, $32
and $42.
For more information,
please contact Hinson at
Jaihinson@artz4life.org
or (727) 481-8091.

creating local programming, but for now, from
noon to 7 p.m. he has syndicated programs running
from top artists such as
Dorinda Clark, Melvin
Williams, Dottie Peoples,
Hezekiah Walker and other
well-known artists. From 7
p.m. to 8 a.m., UP will be
serving up contemporary
and traditional gospel for
your listening pleasure.
In between the soul-stirring music, there are announcements, news and
weather, advertisements
and soon-to-come community affairs programming
called the “Community
Vineyard.” School Board
member Rene Flowers has
expressed interest in hosting a half-hour show to
keep parents abreast of the
latest happenings in Pinellas County Schools.
Guess is looking to secure programming from
agencies such as the Housing Authority, the police department, health agencies
and other service-oriented
entities to fill in time slots
throughout the week.
“Anything that’s vital to
our community where they
can inform us and keep us
informed,” said Guess.

“Anything that we can get
to educate our community
is going to be vital, so we
can bring every agency
that wants a half an hour
program—we can bring
them in.”
Southside Tabernacle
and Princes Denise Wright
have both expressed interest in a weekly show to further their ministries much
like the ones they had on
WRXB. Churches and ministries will hold timeslots on
Saturdays and Sundays.
Now is the time to secure a timeslot while programming is in its infancy.
For $100 a month, the community, ministries and
churches will get a weekly
half-hour slot, any announcements you’d like to
share with the community
throughout the week, a
page on the UP website
and mentions on Facebook.
“I’m hoping that the
people here will support it,”
he said. “We’re hoping they
[the community] will support this venue, this ministry because I think it’s
vital, I think it’s needed and
the people are desperately
waiting to get that music
back into their homes.”
UP’s base of operations

is in Guess’ home studio. A
half-hour show can be
taped there or off-site by
linking up with UP’s phone
line or by sending a clean
digital recording to the studio where Guess will ready
it for air. Gone are the days
of traveling to a studio, UP
is bringing St. Pete gospel
and community affairs
radio into the 21st century.
To introduce the community to the new station,
Guess will host a large informational session complete with a gospel choir
and refreshments Saturday,
Jan. 6 from 6-8 p.m. at the
Enoch Davis Center.
Everyone is asked to bring
a cell phone, laptop or
tablet to take part in the
demonstration on how to
get connected to UP.
If you can’t wait until
Jan. 6, Guess will come out
to churches, ministries and
even homes to give quick
informational sessions for
those interested in buying
time slots or just need help
plugging into the station. If
you are interested, please
call (727) 418-4363.
For UP to be a success,
it will be vital for the local
community to support it.

Richard Guess is shown here giving an informational session
on how to plug into “Undignified Praise and Worship Radio”
to members of Southside Tabernacle.

Grammy award-winner Paul Anthony
will be one of the featured guest artists
in this year’s production.

CONNECT
WITH US!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
I AM:
Cecil B. Keene, Sr.
By Gwen Reece
Cecil B. Keene, Sr. was
a native of Pinellas County
who grew up in Clearwater. He dedicated his life to
education, serving students in Pinellas County
and throughout the state
of Florida.
Mr. Keene began his
educational career in segregated Pinellas County
schools, serving as dean of
students at Gibbs Junior
College from 1958 to 1965,
then principal of Pinellas

High until 1968 and of
Gibbs High until 1971, the
year Pinellas County
schools integrated.
From 1971 to 1992, he
worked as a counselor and
special projects coordinator at then-St. Petersburg
Junior College, focusing
on efforts to help expand
opportunities for students.
Gov. Bob Martinez appointed Mr. Keene to the
Board of Regents of the
Florida University System

in 1987, where he served
until 1993. In 1994, Keene
entered the race for
County Commission when
Commissioner Barbara
Sheen Todd resigned to
run for lieutenant governor.
Keene, a Republican
activist for years, had the
backing of the GOP and if
successful would have
been the first black commissioner in Pinellas
County. From 2001 until

shortly before his death in
2008 at 84, Mr. Keene was
a member of the St. Petersburg College Board of
Trustees.
The Cecil B. Keene, Sr.
Student Achievement Center at 1048 22nd St. S is
named in his honor as is
the Cecil B. Keene Memorial Scholarship Fund established by his wife in
memory of his dedication
to education.

GET INVOLVED!

Volunteer
Volunteer to
to serve
serve in
in aa local
local project
project on
on
MLK
MLK Day
Day of
of Service
Service January
January 15,
15, 2018
2018

MLK Day of Service A DAY ON, NOT A DAY OFF
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE MLK DAY OF SERVICE AWARD RECIPIENTS

Organization or Group Name

Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc

Phoenix UPLIFT Inc

9-11 Angels

Everyday Hero Project

Pinellas Opportunity Council, Inc.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Zeta Up- Ford Christian Academy
silon Omega Chapter
Fred G. Minnis, Sr. Bar Association
American Stage
Greater St. Petersburg Business Associa-

Pinnacle Financial Restoration, LLC
Police Athletic League of St. Petersburg
Second Chance Life Skills

ANSO of Tampa Bay

tion

ATL Barbershop / Salon

Habitat for Humanity of Pinellas County Inc.

Bartlett Park Community Garden-Garden
Florida

Hair By Ahsile

Sistahs of Compassion Supporting Cancer
Survivors Inc.

Caring For Girls Academy Inc.

High Profile Motivational Services, Inc.

Sofia Forte’s Catering

HIV/AIDS Action Committee

Sojourner Truth Center, Inc.

Christ Gospel Church

Keep Hope Alive Inc.

Community Action Stops Abuse, Inc. (CASA) KH Edutainment
Community Development and Training Cen- Kidzonomics®
ter, Inc
Knights of Knowledge Chess Club of St.
Community EFX, Inc.
Pete, Inc.
Cross and Anvil Human Services, Inc.
Lakeview Presbyterian Church

Shihan School of Survival

St. Petersburg City Theatre
St. Petersburg Metropolitan Section of the
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
St. Petersburg Pregnancy Center Inc dba
The Next STEPP Center
The Gathering of Women Inc.

Disston Academy - Pinellas County Schools Legacy-56, Inc.

The Harvest is Ripe Outreach Center, Inc

Dog Tag Heroes, Inc.

MayMay & Katie’ Rescue Angels Inc.

The Kind Mouse Productions, Inc.

Dyvine Appointments LLC

Mercy Keepers, Inc.

Visionnaire Creations LLC

Empath Health

Midtown Celebrity Club, Inc.

Workforce Solutions of Tampabay, Inc.

Epsilon Beta Sigma - Sigma Gamma Rho
Inc.

Mt. Zion Human Services Program Sistahs
Surviving Breast Cancer

Youth Un-Leashed

Eta Rho Educational Services / Eta Rho

Paulette’s Place, LLC

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority- Zeta Gamma Zeta
Chapter

Check out our website for places you can volunteer.
www.spcollege.edu/MLKService 727-341-4601 or 727-341-4602

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

P LEASE
SUPPORT
O UR
A DVERTISERS

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
Notice under fictitious name law Pursuant to F.S. section
865.09 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
undersigned, desiring to engage in business under the
fictitious name of Virginia and David Baldwin Women’s
Residence, 814 Fourth Avenue North, in the city of
St. Petersburg, County of Pinellas, State of Florida,
33701, intends to register the said name with the
Division of Corporations of Florida Department of State,
Tallahassee, Florida. Dated this 13th day of December
2017, Patricia Pena, 863 3rd Ave N, St. Petersburg, FL
33701. Publish date of December 14, 2017.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
First Baptist Institutional Church

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311
Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.
Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.

Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

YOUR

Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

CHURCH AD COULD
BE HERE

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Call: 727-896-2922

Victory Christian Center Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

YOUR
CHURCH
AD
COULD BE
HERE!
Contact:
www.TheWeekly
Challenger.com

YOUR CHURCH AD COULD BE HERE
Contact: 727-896-2922

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2017

9

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC

Friendship MBC
Consider this your Official Boarding Pass. Where,
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor/Captain and First Lady
Teresa L. Evans (have a heart
for the people), the Official
Family and Members welcome you aboard the SS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church (The Ship), we
trust that your time with us,
first
as
an
honored
visitor/guest and if the Lord
says so, become a part of our
Church Family. We set sail
every Wednesday starting
our with our Bread of Life
Ministry at 11:00 am, followed by Wednesday in the
Word (the Learning Arm of
our church) at 12:00 noon
and again at 7:00 pm. We
drop our Anchor until Sundays, where we set sail again
with our Early Morning Worship Service at 7:45 am,
Church Sunday School (the
Teaching Arm of our faith)
begins at 9:30 pm and finally
our Mid Morning Worship
Service at 10:45 am. All are
Welcomed to use this Boarding Pass to experience the
“It;s just nice to be nice”
church. Don't sit out church,
God has Blessed us to much,
we owe Him at least a Thank
You.
“The Ship” won't sail
without You! For additional
information on any of the announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, 3300 31st Street

South, St. Petersburg, Florida
33712 - Church Office: (727)
906-8300
E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “Live Streaming”: Visit
us – Website: www.fmbctheship.net - Facebook - Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church and WCBDA Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Transporttion is available
- Call the Church at (727) 9068300 – Monday – Friday from
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM.
December at the Ship
Mark Your Calendar
Keep Praying – Texas,
The US Virgin Islands,
Puerto Rico, Mexico & California, and those families and
survivors of Las Vegas.
The Bread of Life Ministry-Meals are available each
Wednesday for the Season
Saints or those in need.
Please see Sister Renetta
Williams for further clarity or
call the church office 727 9068300.
December 18-30, 2017 –
The Annual Ministries and
Auxiliaries Advent Vacation
will commence. Enjoy your
time of rest and relaxation
with your family and friends.
However, more impartially
enjoy celebrating Emmanuel
our Lord and Savior who is
with us.
Saturday, December 16,
2017 at 9:30 am, the Friendship Angel Tree Project Distribution will be held in the
Upper Room. Sis. Brenda

Dennie and the Angel Tree
Staff would like to thank the
Ship for your many acts of
kindness, Thank You.
Saturday, December 16,
2017 and Tuesday, December
19, Drama Presentation Final
Rehearsals for all Cast Members, time was be provided by
Ministry Leader, LaTara
Bryant.
Sunday, Christmas Eve
Order of Service: December
24, 2017, Christmas Worship
Service at 7:45 am, at 9:30 am
– The Christmas Drama Presentation of “You Are Good” LaTara Bryant, Drama Ministry Leader, Christmas Worship Service at 10:45 am.
Sunday, December 31,
2017, Watch Night Service at
9:45 pm. Our Guest Preacher
will be Dr. Joseph Gordon,
Pastor Emeritus of the Pleasant Grove Baptist Church.
Our own Pastor, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., will bring the Closing Message for 2017. Pastor
is asking the Adult Mass
Choir, the Male Chorus and
the Music Team to serve. All
Ushers and Nurses Ministries to also serve.
Wednesday, January 10,
2018 at 7:00 pm, “Wednesday
Night Live”, The Tribe of
Reuben (January) and The
Deacons Ministry to sponsor
the First Love Fellowship
Dinner of 2018, all those born
in the Month of January are
to see your Captain, Min.
Corey J. Waters, Sr., as soon
as possible.

Pastor’s Corner
BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity Temple of Truth Church

Boundaries - Luke 8:51
People do a lot of social activities during
the holiday season. There are so many opportunities to fellowship with others. In addition to fellowshipping with others, social
fitness is also about setting and maintaining
boundaries. Boundaries are important in any
relationship such as marriage, family, friendship, neighbors, co-workers, classmates,
church members, etc. Boundaries let us
know exactly where we stand in each relationship as well as what is acceptable and
what is unacceptable in various social settings.
Jarius, a ruler of the Jews, came to Jesus
Christ requesting him to heal his daughter.
Jesus Christ went to Jarius’ house and set
boundaries so that the healing could take
place. He put people out of the house. Only
her parents and certain disciples were able to
be in the operating room. The parents held
the original idea of their daughters’ perfection. Each of the disciples present represented a particular spiritual faculty that was

a necessary part of the healing process: Peter
(faith), James (order), John (love).
Consciousness is our awareness of God
and the good in each situation. Each person
has an individual consciousness and each
group has a collective consciousness. Jesus
Christ desired for the collective consciousness of the group to be one of healing. Any
individual who did not hold the vision of the
young lady’s wholeness had to leave the
room. Only those who were on one accord
with the Christ consciousness could stay in
the room.
Jesus Christ manifested social fitness by
setting boundaries in the house. He was not
afraid to say who could stay and who had to
go. Like Jesus Christ, it is important for us
to know when to put people out of the room
of our lives. Releasing people and letting
them go is essential to our success at being
socially fit. Some people are not able to be
with us in certain places or at certain times
due to their consciousness.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in

unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for December
Dec 16 - Christmas with
the Community Program –
10:00 a.m. at St. Mark
Dec 17 -Year End Business Meeting – 4:00 p.m.
Dec 25 - Christmas DayChurch Office Closed
Dec 31 - Watch Night
Services beginning at 10:00
p.m. at St. Mark M. B.
Church
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to

come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
St. Mark Tutoring Program: Tutoring every Monday and Wednesday from
5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting: held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study: held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study: every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
‘Art in the City’ spotlight homeless vets in St. Pete
FILM, from front page

great insight into the veteran community with many
of them giving their feedback. Doctoral candidate
and veteran Benjamin
Smet and retired Master
Sergeant Milton White,
both from the University of
South Florida, Bob Devin
Jones, co-founder of The
Studio@620, gallerist Carla
Bristol, cast member
Porto, veteran/artist Larry
Busby and recovering addict Amanda Nelson
rounded out the panel.
Although Busby didn’t
see any combat, he suffered from depression,
homelessness, substance
abuse and a failed suicide
attempt. He was able to get
back on his feet through resources at the Veterans
Hospital, the Mustard Seed
Inn and through the support of his community.
After being told to get a
hobby, Busby learned digi-

tal photography and started
posting his work on Facebook. It caught the eye of
the Veterans Art Center
Tampa Bay (VACTB) and
they helped him get his artwork noticed.
Even though “Art in the
City” was not a chronicle of
Busby’s life, both he and
the film’s protagonist were
able to slay their demons
through creative works of
art. His photographs can
be seen at the Straz Center and along the Tampa
Riverwalk.
Smet recounted the
startling statistic that 76
percent of all military veterans regardless of branch of
service, gender, ethnicity
or whether they saw combat or not feel disconnected
with their civilian life. He
praised the VACTB for
helping many veterans
transition back and become productive citizens.

Milton brought out the
film’s difficult audio levels
and how many might find
it challenging to listen to
at first.
“That’s part of the experience that you as an audience are supposed to get,”
said Milton.
Whether intentional or
not, Milton said people experiencing PTSD or other
extreme levels of stress
often go through life with a
constant bombardment of
noises on a daily basis as
they try to cope.
Using himself as an example, after Milton returned to civilian life and
entered college, he found it
difficult to sit in a classroom and learn.
“I think about the
muted voices sitting in the
classroom, trying to understand what the instructor
was talking about and
being so disconnected to

the others in class that I
didn’t want to be there anymore.”
Milton shared his difficulties of sitting through
class with other veteran
students and found out that
he was not alone.
“The thing that saved
me was the community I
was a part of,” he said. “Because we had each other
we were able to get
through it and decided to
help others.”
Throughout the film,
the protagonist had to
learn how to cope with living on the streets. That storyline is all too familiar for
Nelson, who lived on the
streets of St. Pete with her
daughter.
She moved here from
Mississippi after a 17-year
drug and alcohol addiction.
In her first year of sobriety,
her car was repossessed
and was evicted.

“I was doing good and
trying to be a good person,
but I didn’t know I had to
work because addiction
takes your sense of responsibility away,” she said. “I
just thought that life was
going to be easy.”
She walked the streets
with her child without any
help, but Nelson vowed to
be a better mother and
clawed her way back.
“I moved down here for
a new life and I was determined to do so.”
Representing the arts
community, Bristol and
Jones were both praised for
opening their doors to
emerging artists, senior
artists and to people who
haven’t
claimed
the
moniker as of yet.
Bristol portrayed herself in the film and saw firsthand the hard work and
dedication of both Edmond
and Cumberbatch. She

commented that many people have ideas but have
trouble executing them.
“I know how busy they
were. They worked so
hard to make this possible,” she said.
Jones echoed her sentiments saying that he was
“proud of what you’ve [the
filmmakers]
achieved
with the movie and all the
people you have touched
with it.”
Audience
member
Kalvin Wilkins, a 26-yearveteran of the Air Force
summed the evening up by
saying: “The movie is phenomenal. If it helps just one
person, it has done its job.”
If you have not seen “Art
in the City” yet don’t fret.
There will be another screening at Sundial on Jan. 15. For
more information, please
contact Jabaar Edmond at
(727) 320-6264 or jabaaredmond@ymail.com.

L-R, Bro. John Muhammad, Marques Clark
and Jabaar Edmond

Larry Busby, left, and Bob Devin Jones

L-R, Carla Bristol, Master Sergeant Milton White
and veteran Benjamin Smet

Gibbs Classes
of ‘63, ‘65 & ‘66
Annual Scholarship
Christmas Party
Friday, December 22, 2017

8:00 pm - Midnight
Tickets $20
BYOF • Cash Bar
Free Soft Drinks & Bottled Water

Gulfport
Casino Ballroom

5500 Shore Blvd. S.,
Gulfport, FL 33707
For Tickets and Information Call:
Mary Allen: 727-327-7717
Jacquelyn Williams: 727-864-3323
Shirley Smith: 727-415-4628

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Stephanie Porto, left, and Amanda Nelson

